Massive pulmonary thromboembolism in pregnancy rescued using transcatheter thrombectomy.
We report a rescued 37-year-old woman in her 30(th) week of gestation with massive pulmonary thromboembolism who was admitted to our cardiac care unit with progressive dyspnea and 2 episodes of syncope. Helical chest CT showed massive pulmonary thromboembolism of both pulmonary arteries. Although 26,000 U/day of heparin was administered following insertion of a temporary filter, hemodynamic evaluation documented no improvement. Since pulmonary artery (PA) pressure increased from 62/22 mmHg to 80/24 mmHg just after an emergency cesarean section on day 2, an emergency transcatheter thrombectomy was performed and it showed decreased PA pressure following extensive thrombus aspiration. Mother and baby were discharged with no complications.